NEW RESTROOM DESIGN ACCOMMODATES EVERYONE'S NEEDS

OMSI1 MODERNIZES CAMP HANCOCK USING MPP
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CHALLENGE

WALSH was charged with building
a new camp restroom, in a
remote area not easily accessible
to contractors. Camp Hancock’s
site in a rural part of Oregon
compounded the challenges
WALSH faced due to a labor
shortage. In addition, lumber
prices were at an all-time high,
and OMSI wanted the structure to
fit in with the surrounding area.

SOLUTION

WALSH needed to find a way to
build the new restroom quickly
and efficiently, while managing

a precise schedule. Freres
Engineered Wood’s Mass Ply
Panels are pre-manufactured and
cut to exact specifications so they
can be assembled quickly on-site.
WALSH needed fewer contractors
with MPP than with traditional
stick and frame constructions,
which saved time and money.

RESULT

WALSH was able to find
laborers because the shorter
build cycle meant they needed
the contractors for a much
shorter period of time. The new
restroom was erected in just
four days, 80 percent faster
than a stick and frame structure.
WALSH completed the project
ahead of schedule.
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Camp Hancock rests on 10-acres and is surrounded by the Clarno Unit of the John Day
Fossil Beds National Monument. The Clarno Palisades (a rock feature within the Clarno
Unit) are about a two-mile hike from camp. Camp Hancock offers overnight summer camps
and outdoor education programs where guests learn about fossils, rocks, animals and the
stars. PHOTO | WALSH CONSTRUCTION CO.
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Founded in 1951, OMSI's Camp Hancock in Eastern Oregon has
grown over a period of decades from a collection of canvas tents to
today’s camp facilities, which are now in need of modernization and
improved accessibility. First on its list to replace was its restroom.
Camp Hancock’s residential outdoor school and summer camp
facility needed a new, modern and ADA-accessible restroom to
accommodate its camp visitors.

During the height of the COVID pandemic, Oregon State University
Extension Service Outdoor School program offered grants around
equity and accessibility. The timing was perfect, as OMSI recently
created a master plan for Hancock Field Station that will allow the
facility to be safer, more efficient, and most importantly create a
more welcoming and inclusive place for outdoor school students and
campers to participate in programming. These funds would help see
their project through to completion.

OMSI, Walsh Construction Co. and Bearing Architecture worked with
Empowering Access to develop an indoor/outdoor design for the new
restroom using Mass Ply Panels from Freres Engineered Wood. The
design was shaped by the vision for the facility to be comfortable

for everyone, while also incorporating modern elements, ADA-
accessibility and additional privacy.
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Freres' Mass Ply Panels were selected for a myriad of reasons.

The remote location of the camp exasperated the ability to get
contractors due to an ongoing labor shortage, necessitating

a shortened build schedule. MPP’s quick and easy assembly
simplified scheduling on-site labor needs. In addition, lumber prices
were at historic highs, making MPP a more cost-effective option.
Sustainability and aesthetics were also a consideration. Finally,
OMSI wanted a structure that wouldn't require a lot of specialized
maintenance over the years.

“Using MPP saved us weeks of build time,” said Spencer Dailey,
assistant superintendent of Walsh Construction Co. “A stick and
frame structure would have taken four weeks. With MPP, we craned
the structure into place in four days. The condensed schedule cost
us significantly less in contractor fees, simplified scheduling and
allowed us to finish the project ahead of schedule.”

The core structure was assembled in 80 percent less time than a
stick and frame structure would have taken.

“This project is a significant and critical first step in the longer
modernization process to increase the accessibility of Hancock,” said
Steve Tritz, director of outdoor science education at OMSI. “We love
how the open-ended design of the A-frame restroom with the wood
construction melds so beautifully with the surrounding area.”

MPP was used for the walls, roof,
beams and column in the 1745
square foot restroom boasting 3 ADA
accessible shower-toiler-changing
rooms, 3 individual toilets and 3
separate shower-changing rooms,
as well as common area sinks and
benches in the lobby.

PARTNERS
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Walsh Construction Co. The A-Frame building matches existing camp structures and melds with the
Bearing Architecture surrounding natural beauty. To marry the new construction with the rustic,
Empowering Access look of the camp, wood paneling, exposed concrete floor and the exposed MPP
RDF BUILDERS CO complement the rustic exterior. PHOTOS | WALSH CONSTRUCTION CO.
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