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Freres Engineered Wood Named OSU’s Dean’s Leadership Award Winner
Freres Wood honored at OSU’s Excellence in Family Business Award Ceremony

LYONS, Ore., May 15, 2024 – Oregon State University selected Freres Engineered Wood as
the winner of this year’s Dean’s Award for Family Business Leadership. The Excellence in
Family Business Awards program, organized by OSU’s College of Business and Center for
Family Enterprise, honors the work of Oregon’s family-owned businesses and their impact on
local communities.

OSU celebrated Freres Wood and additional award winners at the 2024 Excellence in Family
Business Award ceremony at the Portland Marriott Downtown Waterfront on May 7. Company
President Rob Freres provided a keynote speech and attended the event alongside Vice
President of Operations Kyle Freres and Vice President of Sales Tyler Freres, as well as their
spouses and two additional colleagues.

OSU’s College of Business founded the Center for Family Enterprise in 1985 as a resource for
Oregon’s family-owned businesses. The center provides education and research to support
family businesses across the state and launched the Excellence in Family Business awards
program in 1988 to celebrate the innovation and achievements of these businesses.

Freres Wood received the college’s Austin Family Business Award in 1994, which has since
been rebranded to the Excellence in Family Business Award. Freres Wood’s two awards,
spanning 30 years, are a testament of their longstanding partnership with OSU.

“It takes a lot of perseverance and fortitude to operate in such a volatile industry in Oregon, but
we remain committed to be a long-term survivor,” said Rob Freres in his keynote address.
“Thank you for recognizing a century of hard work by giving our family the Dean’s Leadership
Award.”

For more information about Freres Engineered Wood, call 503-891-2121 or visit
www.frereswood.com.

# # #

About Freres Engineered Wood Products
Freres Engineered Wood, formerly Freres Lumber Co., Inc., has a 100-year history of innovation
in the wood products industry, beginning in 1922 when T.G. Freres started a small sawmill in
Oregon’s Santiam Canyon. Today, Freres’ operations include finished plywood, lumber, veneer
and structural composite lumber, Mass Ply products, biochar, and a cogeneration facility that
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supplies renewable power for the local area. Known for being traditionally innovative, Freres is
deeply committed to its community and to sustainable forest management practices.The
company uses 100 percent of the wood it processes throughout its three operations—Freres
Engineered Wood Products, Freres Timber and Evergreen BioPower LCC—and six wood
products facilities. Freres provides family wage jobs to nearly 500 employees. For more
information, visit www.frereswood.com or call 503-859-2121.

http://www.frereslumber.com

